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Proverbs 14:12

There is a way which seemeth right unto 
a man, But the end thereof are the ways 

of death.



Decoding Discernment
THE WISDOM TO MAKE RIGHT DECISIONS



1 John 4:1

Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try 
the spirits whether they are of God: 

because many false prophets are gone 
out into the world.



1 John 4:6,8

We are of God: he that knoweth God 
heareth us; he that is not of God 

heareth not us. Hereby know we the 
spirit of truth, and the spirit of error. He 

that loveth not knoweth not God; for 
God is love.



Decoding Discernment

What is Discernment?



Discernment

The Ability to judge well. The process of 
making careful distinctions in our 
thinking about truth in our lives.



1 Kings 3:9

Give therefore thy servant an 
understanding heart to judge thy people, 

that I may discern between good and 
bad: for who is able to judge this thy so 

great a people?



Decoding Discernment

Why do we Need 
Discernment?



1 John 4:1

Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try 
the spirits whether they are of God: 

because many false prophets are gone 
out into the world.



Proverbs 13:20

He that walketh with wise men shall be 
wise: But a companion of fools shall be 

destroyed.



Judges 14:3

Then his father and his mother said unto 
him, Is there never a woman among the 
daughters of thy brethren, or among all 

my people, that thou goest to take a wife 
of the uncircumcised Philistines? And 

Samson said unto his father, Get her for 
me; for she pleaseth me well.



Discernment is essential if we are 
going to avoid the ditches that await 

to ensnare and entrap us on both sides 
of the road of life that we travel.



Ephesians 4:14

That we henceforth be no more children, 
tossed to and fro, and carried about with 
every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of 
men, and cunning craftiness, whereby 

they lie in wait to deceive;



Hebrews 5:14

But strong meat belongeth to them that 
are of full age, even those who by reason 

of use have their senses exercised to 
discern both good and evil.



James 1:8

A double minded man is unstable in all 
his ways.



Decoding Discernment

How do we Get 
Discernment?



James 1:5

If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of 
God, that giveth to all men liberally, and 
upbraideth not; and it shall be given him.



Proverbs 9:9

Give instruction to a wise man, and he will 
be yet wiser: Teach a just man, and he will 

increase in learning.



Luke 2:52

And Jesus increased in wisdom and 
stature, and in favour with God and man.



Hebrews 4:12

For the word of God is quick, and 
powerful, and sharper than any two-
edged sword, piercing even to the 

dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of 
the joints and marrow, and is a discerner 
of the thoughts and intents of the heart.



Decoding Discernment

Application in Our 
Lives



Galatians 1:6-9

I marvel that ye are so soon removed 
from him that called you into the grace 
of Christ unto another gospel: Which is 

not another; but there be some that 
trouble you, and would pervert the 

gospel of Christ.



Galatians 1:6-9

But though we, or an angel from 
heaven, preach any other gospel unto 

you than that which we have preached 
unto you, let him be accursed. As we 

said before, so say I now again, If any 
man preach any other gospel unto you 
than that ye have received, let him be 

accursed.



Galatians 3:1

O foolish Galatians, who hath 
bewitched you, that ye should not obey 

the truth, before whose eyes Jesus 
Christ hath been evidently set forth, 

crucified among you?



1 Corinthians 1:23-24

But we preach Christ crucified, unto the 
Jews a stumblingblock, and unto the 

Greeks foolishness; But unto them which 
are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ 
the power of God, and the wisdom of God.



The greatest application of 
discernment we will ever exercise in 

our lives is when we accurately identify 
and magnify the Gospel as it truly is - 

Full of Grace all about Jesus!



John 1:17

For the law was given by Moses, but 
grace and truth came by Jesus Christ.



"Whoever knows well this art of 
distinguishing between the Law and the 
Gospel (grace), him place at the head 
and call him a doctor of Holy Scripture. 
Amen."

- Martin Luther



The way to discern between the TRUE 
“good news” and something merely 

masquerading as “good news” is to see 
what it is “full of.” 



John 1:14

And the Word was made flesh, and 
dwelt among us, (and we beheld his 

glory, the glory as of the only begotten 
of the Father,) full of grace and truth.



John 1:16

And of his fulness have all we received, 
and grace for grace.



2 Timothy 1:7

For God hath not given us the spirit of 
fear; but of power, and of love, and of a 

sound mind.



1 John 4:8

He that loveth not knoweth not God; for 
God is love.



1 John 4:18

There is no fear in love; but perfect love 
casteth out fear: because fear hath 

torment. He that feareth is not made 
perfect in love.



The great message of the Gospel is 
“Fear Not!  Good news!”



Revelation 1:17

And when I saw him, I fell at his feet as 
dead. And he laid his right hand upon 
me, saying unto me, Fear not; I am the 

first and the last:



Luke 2:10

And the angel said unto them, Fear not: 
for, behold, I bring you good tidings of 
great joy, which shall be to all people.





1 John 3:1

Behold, what manner of love the Father 
hath bestowed upon us, that we should 
be called the sons of God: therefore the 
world knoweth us not, because it knew 

him not.



Romans 8:15

For ye have not received the spirit of 
bondage again to fear; but ye have 

received the Spirit of adoption, whereby 
we cry, Abba, Father.



The greatest need in our churches 
today is to proclaim the pure, undiluted 
living water of the Gospel of Grace.  
Anything else will leave the church sick 
and the world thirsting for something 
more.



John 4:14

But whosoever drinketh of the water 
that I shall give him shall never thirst; 

but the water that I shall give him shall 
be in him a well of water springing up 

into everlasting life.



Decoding Discernment
THE WISDOM TO MAKE RIGHT DECISIONS


